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Dana & Jo Voight 239-707-4667
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Chapter Rider Educator
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National, Regional and District Staff
Executive Director Melissa Eason
International COY Ken & Rita Moffitt
Region “A” Directors Bob & Nan Shrader
Region “A” COY Bob & Cathy Singley
FL Dist Directors Bill & Gina Berry
FL Assistant District Directors
Bruce Griffing & Mary Haight / Harry and Lynn
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District PR Bill Berry
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In the Director’s Seat
Dana & Jo Voight

Hello all,

Wow did January fly by or is it just
me. First, Jo and | would like to
thank all of you for the great job
you did in supporting our Chapter.
We took home First Place in
Chapter Visitations. What a great
honor that was. We received a
$50 check to the Chapter as they
didn’t do awards this year. We will
also have special seating at the
closing ceremony at the FL District
Rally. Speaking of the Dist. Rally;
as most of you know, each
Chapter has to volunteer some
time to help with this event. Our
job assignment again this year is
to do Registration on Friday
morning from 7am until 1pm.
Therefore, we need people to sign
up for an hour time spot. We
would like to have two couples
working each hour if we can work
that out. That would be twelve
couples if we have that many
going, if not some might have to
volunteer an extra hour. This is
very easy inside work, and besides
you get to meet some fellow
wingers. The Dist. Rally will have
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many different things to do from
the talent show, bike show, light
parade, all the contest we will be
entering, along with  many
seminars you can  attend.
Remember this year’s theme is
Magic and Jo and | are going to
dress-up this year. We invite
others to participate with us. Our
beloved Denny will be opening the
talent show this year by signing the
theme songs from all five of the
military services. What we need
from you, if you still have any
military attire, hat, jacket, etc...
We ask that you bring it so you can
proudly wear it on stage while
Denny performs.

This years Chapter Conference
(formally the CD Conference) was
very interesting. It was under the
new leadership of Bill and Gina
Berry, former ADD’s. There have
been a few new changes made to
visitations. The FL Dist Wanderer
has new capture rules that are
based on a lotto as apposed to the
number of participants. This is
now setup so that all the chapters
that go to capture the plaque have
a fitting chance. There were not
as many seminars as in the past,
but | think it was pretty good. We
took some new members with us
this year and | think they walked
away with some new
understanding of how GWRRA
works. (Continued on next page)
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Friends for
Fun,
Safety and
Knowledge

(continued from page 1)

There is a new program that has
been put into place to help the
officer’'s managed their chapter’s
better. This new program is called

the “Officers Certification
Program”, OCP for short. This
comes from National and it will
mandate that all the GWRRA
Officers (CD’s, ACD’s and may
include RE’s) take this course.
This is a two-day weekend event
that has a pass or fail outcome. A
training and certification program
administered by the Leadership
Training Division for current and
prospective GWRRA Officers and
interested Members.

It will communicate what GWRRA
is, what it stands for, and why it is
structured and operates the way it
does. The information will be taken
from the new GWRRA Officer
Handbook.

The Officer Certification Program
is described in the following:

e A 1% day training class
consisting of:

e 9 (nine) modules covering the
Officer Handbook

e Knowledge Exercise

e 4 modules consisting of
expanded, advanced seminars
especially for the GWRRA
Officer.

e An additional module geared
specifically for Region/District
Directors and their Assistants.

All current Directors & Assistant
Directors at each level (Chapter,
District, Region) will need to
complete the Officer Certification
Program by August 31, 2010.

Any new Officer at any level
including Chapter, District, or
Region taking office after February
28, 2010 will be required to
become a Certified Officer under
the criteria of the Officer
Certification Program.

The goal set is to have all the
officers complete this by the end of
August this year. It may be tough
to pass by everyone, as we are all
volunteers. This class is designed
to be more advanced than a
Horizon class. There are only four
classes scheduled so far: Tampa,
Daytona, the Panhandle and
Sebring.

We look forward to seeing all our
new friends and family this
upcoming year and if you haven't
been out to visit with us lately,
come on out!!! We have some of
the most wonderful people in this
Chapter.

Until we meet again, Ride
Safe.
Dana & Jo

:  Our next meeting will be held  :
on Saturday March 6th :
Buddy Freddy’s Buffet, 9am.  :

Our next Chapter Fund Raiser
has been decided. It will be
held on Saturday, February
27™ from 1lam ftill 2pm. We
are going to host a Chili Cook-
off, so get those recipes out
and get Cooking.

Assistant Director’s
Corner
Dan & Paula Thomas

Hello everyone | hope this article
finds you all well and having FUN.
Returning from the Chapters
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Conference our New District
Director said “I| DON'T CARE IF
YOUR EVENT WAS NOT A
SUCCESS AS LONG AS YOU
HAVE FUN DOING IT, THAT'S
WHAT MATTERS HAVING FUN!".
We as your staff totally agree and
we all know that’s why we are here
for the friendship, the fellowship
and a whole lot of FUN.
We have a few things coming up
that ought to be fun doing and the
CHILI COOK-OFF will be a great
start. Then you know the Florida
District Rally will be rolling up
really fast so we have things to
prepare for that and the fun of
being there is always great.
Like | said at the meeting we as
your staff we are here to serve you
to the best of our ability and we
mean that. If you have any ideas
that you think that would be fun to
do contact one of us or even
come to a staff meeting and share
it with us. We all ready know what
we can do, we have already done
that well. Dana will be announcing
a award that we have already
picked up this year. So you see we
are off to a good start. Is this not
FUN!
Get your pots out and get
practicing on that Chili. Get those
rooms for the District Rally and
don't miss the fun. Let us Make
sure we all have fun in everything
we do.

Danny & Paula
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Chapter Rider Educator
Behind the Bars with
Danny & Paula Thomas

What great weather we have been
getting for riding. We were at the
Chapter Conference last weekend
in Kissimmee. It was very cool,
wet, snowing and a little sleet.
Luckily we were pretty well in side
for the weekend, but the hallways
and restaurants in the hotel had no
heat and it was really very
uncomfortable especially to eat a
meal.

Denise Rouley our new Rider
Educator Assistant and myself
spent all day Saturday and half of
day Sunday reviewing and going
over old and new Rider Education



material that was given to us. It
was very informational and will
help us all in the chapter as we
continue to grow in our Levels. |
have been working with District
trying to get what you have worked
for in the levels program trying to
get those of you that have along
the wayside lost tract with the
levels program or was lost in the
shuffle. What we are going to need
if you have questions about Rider
Education Program and had
belonged with GWRRA up north
and or have been in other chapters
in the state’s to get me the
information and we could get
started to getting our Data Base in
order and chapter information in
order and get credit for our
chapter. So if you need to know
where you stand and what you
need to get to levels you want
please see Denise or | and we will
get this journey going.

While we were at the conference
we decided to take some more
tickets to sell for the Goldwing
Giveaway. So yes we are going to
need some help!

We always benefit from these
tickets even if we do not win the
giveaway.

Ride safe with the proper riding
Gear!
Danny & Paula

Couple of the Year
Traveling with
Bob & Sharon Radford

Chapter Conference

Sharon & | attended the Chapter
Conference (formally the C.D.
Conference) in Kissimmee,
January 9 & 10. No, we are not
your new CD’s. As a matter of
fact, this conference is for any

member wanting to learn more
about their chapter and GWRRA,
which is probably why it is now
called the “Chapter Conference”.
What we thought might be an
informative but boring bunch of
lectures turned out to meet all the
qualifications of “Rule #1”. It was a
very informative weekend of
classes on various topics designed
to assist and sharpen member’s
skills in the operation of the
chapter. We also had the
opportunity to  meet many
members from other chapters and
build some new friendships.
Among those were our District
Directors, Bill & Gina Berry, who
stressed the importance of his
“Rule No 1" = HAVE FUN. If you
don't already know them you are
missing two very energetic,

dedicated, and fantastic
individuals.
Sharon & Bob
S
N\

Chapter Chaplain
Donna & Bob Masson

Free Money

“Free Money” was on a sign
outside a bank. Obviously they
were trying to entice customers to
come inside and sign up for
something. Is there really anything
of value that is free? If there is
we’d like to know about it, right?
There are some valuable things
that are free. You've heard the old
saying, “the best things in life are
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free.” Here’'s a few freebies most
all of us can enjoy today: life,
good advise, laughter, forgiveness,
friendship, freedom to choose, air
to breath, water to drink, rest,
sight, opportunities, hope, faith and
love.
Our creator has given us all some
free gifts. The best and longest
lasting of his free gifts is available
at no cost to us. This gift is eternal
life. 1 am still trying to sort out the
implications of this, but | know, it
was the best gift 1 have ever
received.
Yes, the best thing in life is free,
Jesus took the punishment for us
and paid the price. All we have to
do is receive it. Sound too good to
be true? That's why many won't
receive it.

Donna & Bob
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Ride Coordinator
Pete & Jolene Salls

Hi everybody,

February is here and before you
know it'll be March and the return
of warmer weather. As much as |
like riding in cooler temps, | must
say we had quite the cold snap for
a couple of weeks and it’ll be good
to get back to the mid to upper
70’s on a regular basis.

We had a ton of rides in January
and there’s more for February.
This month we are going to Punta
Gorda for a visitation followed by a
mystery ride that everybody will
just love. The very next day,
Valentine’'s Day, we're going to
The Bok Tower Gardens for a very
special and enjoyable day. We






